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SECTION  1:   General  Requirements  for  Transfer  Programs 

The  focus  of  this  agreement  will  be  on  the  Associate  of  Arts  degree 
and  the  Associate  of  Science  degree  designated  by  the  Board  of  Regents 
as  a  transfer  degree.   In  order  to  meet  the  requirements  of  this 
agreement,  a  student  must  have: 

a.  Completed  an  Associate  of  Arts  degree  or  an  Associate 
of  Science  transfer  degree; 

b.  Completed  a  minimum  of  60  semester  credit  hours  and  a 
,  ,   ^maximum  of  66  semester  credit  hours  of  undergraduate 

'"■--D  ,08  Icollege  level  study. 

c.  Achieved  a  grade  point  average  of  not  less  than  2.0 
,.  (in  a  4.0  system)  at  the  community  college  awarding 

•■■^^y  ^the  degree. 

Associate  of  Arts  degree  and  Associate  of  Science  transfer  degree  holders 
accepted  for  transfer  under  this  Articulation  Agreement  will  not  be 
subject  to  special  requirements  beyond  those  specified  as  major  depart- 
ments', general  education  and/or  graduation  requirements  for  students 
originally  enrolled  in  the  receiving  institution  as  freshmen. 

State  colleges  and  universities  are  not  required  to  accept  more  than 
66  semester  credit  hours.   State  colleges  and  universities  have  the 
right  to  require  a  full  two  years  of  upper  division  work  for  the 
baccalaureate  degree  and  the  right  to  require  major  course  requirement. 
Community  colleges  should  not  require  more  than  66  credit  hours  for 
a  transfer  degree  program.   Community  colleges  must  have  on  file 
with  the  Articulation  Coordinating  Committee  a  description  of  those 
Associate  of  Arts  and  Associate  of  Science  degree  programs  that  eKceed 
the  60  credit  hour  requirement. 

The  grade  of  "D"  will  be  accepted  toward  the  baccalaureate  degree,  but 
a  receiving  institution  is  required  to  apply  "D"  credit  toward  a  major 
only  if  it  does  so  for  "native"  students;  that  is,  students  who  enrolled 
in  the  four-year  institution  as  freshmen. 

If  a  community  college  student  who  has  already  earned  an  Associate  degree 
and  has  been  formally  admitted  and  registered  at  a  state  college  or 
university,  and  then  transfers  back  to  a  community  college  and  earns  an 
Associate  of  Arts  or  Associate  of  Science  degree,  his  or  her  credits  from 
the  comritunity  college  do  not  come  under  the  protection  of  this  Articulatioi  ^ 
Agreement.  j 

If  a  student  has  not  completed  the  Associate  of  Arts  or  Associate  of  | 
Science  degree,  credit  earned  does  not  come  under  the  protection  of  the  | 
Articulation  Agreement.  | 


i 
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SECTION  2:   Community  College  Transfer  Degrees 

All  college  level  courses  taken  in  the  community  colleges  will  be 
applied  first  toward  the  fulfillment  of  the  general  education 
requirements  of  the  receiving  institution.   The  remaining  course 
credits  earned  at  the  community  colleges  will  be  assigned  toward 
the  major  requirements  and/or  the  graduation  requirements.   Students 
are  encouraged  to  place  heavy  emphasis  on  general  education  courses  durin: 
their  first  year. 

a.  The  Associate  of  Arts  Transfer  Degree: 

The  basic  community  college  program  for  the 
Associate  of  Arts  Transfer  Degree  should 
involve  a  minimum  of  3  3  semester  hours  in 
general  education.   As  part  of  these  33 
semester  hours,  each  institution  will  require 
students  to  complete  a  minimum  of  semester 
hours  in  each  of  the  following: 

English  Composition/Writing  6  s.h. 

Behavioral  and  Social  Sciences  9  s.h. 

Humanities  and  Fine  Arts  9  s.h. 

Mathematics  and  Natural  Science  9  s.h. 

b.  The  Associate  of  Science  Transfer  Decree: 

The  Associate  of  Science  Transfer  Degree 
recognizes  a  greater  emphasis  on  the  scientific, 
mathematical  and  technical  competencies  demanded 
•  of  students  and,  therefore,  must  include  a  greater 
degree  of  concentration  in  these  disciplines. 
Each  community  college  is  encouraged  to  develop 
a  general  education  concentration  within  the 
transfer  parauneters,  respective  of  the  particular 
degree  discipline  offered. 

SECTION  3:   Other  Associate  Degrees  and  Certificates 

Massachusetts  public  community  colleges  may  award  other  associates 
degrees  and  certificates  for  programs  with  a  primary  objective  other 
than  transfer.   Acceptance  of  course  credits  for  transfers  from  such 
programs  will  be  evaluated  by  the  senior  level  institution  on  the 
basis  of  applicability  of  the  courses  to  the  baccalaureate  program  m 
partial  fulfillment  of  the  ;eneral  education  requirements,  graduation 
credits  and  in  the  major  field  of  the  students  election.   Each  state 
college  and  university  is  encouraged  to  develop  admissions  policies 
that  will  consider  all  factors  indicating  the  possibility  of  success 
in  its  upper  division  of  transfer  students  who  have  not  earned  the 
Associate  of  Arts  or  the  Associate  of  Science  transfer  degree. 
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SECTION  4:    Admission  To  Upper  Division  Programs  Which  Are  Competitive 

Due  To  Space  Or  Fiscal  Limitations 

If,  because  of  space  or  fiscal  limitations,  any  state  college  or 
university  must  select  from  among  qualified  community  college  graduates, 
its  criteria  for  selection  shall  be  reported  to  the  Coordinating  Committee 
described  in  Section  7.   These  criteria  must  insure  that  community  college 
students  will  receive  appropriate  consideration  for  admission  into 
selected  prograuns  with  those  native  students  at  the  four-year  institution. 
Space  allocations  will  be  consistent  with  the  Admissions  Standards  policy 
of  the  Board  of  Regents. 

SECTION  5:   Credits  Earned  At  Institutions  Other  Than  Massachusetts  Public 

Institutions 

Associate  of  Arts/Science  Degree  holders  who  have  used  credits  earned  at 
an  accredited  institution (s)  other  than  a  Massachusetts  Public  College 
to  satisfy  the  Associate  of  Arts  or  Associate  of  Science  degree  will 
have  those  credits  treated  on  an  equal  basis  as  credits  earned  at  the 
community  college  and  will  be  evaluated  by  the  state  college  or  university 
according  to  the  transfer  credit  policy  of  the  receiving  institution. 

SECTION  6;   Nontraditional  Credit 

A  task  force  will  be  formed  to  recommend  a  specific  set  of  policies  that 
would  govern  the  acceptance  for  transfer  credit  such  nontraditional 
vehicles  as  CLEP ,  ALAP ,  Equivalency  Excims,  etc.   These  recommendations 
would  include  acceptable  minimum  scores  for  credit  and  recording  methods 
of  credit.   This  task  force  must  present  its  recommendations  to  the 
Articulation  Coordinating  Committee  within  one  year  from  the  date  of  its 
enactment. 

SECTION  7;   Transfer  Coordinating  Committee 

A  Transfer  Coordinating  Committee  consisting  of  representatives  from 
the  community  colleges,  state  colleges  and  state  universities  will  be 
established  by  the  Board  of  Regents  to  review  and  interpret  current 
articulation  policies  and  recommend  additional  policies  as  needed.   The 
Coordinating  Committee  shall  be  composed  of  eleven  members;  two  from  the 
communitY_-CQHeges ,  one  from  the  state  colle'geS,  OftS  trflm  the  sFate 
universities,  and  one  trom  tfrar* Board-  of  Regents.   It"  is  recommended  that 
such  incIivT^uals  be  either  chief  executive  officers  or  chief  academic 
affairs  officers.   In  addition  to  these  individuals,  a  community  college 
transfer  counselor  and  an  Admissions  officer;  a  state  college  transfer 
counselor  and  an  Admissions  officer,  and  a  university  transfer  counselor 
and  an  Admissions  officer  will  also  be  members  of  this  Committee.   This 
Committee  shall  have  a  continuous  responsibility  for  two-  and  four-year 
relationships  and  shall: 

a.   Conduct  a  continuing  review  of  the  provisions  of  this 
agreement. 
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b.  Make  recommendations  for  the  resolution  of  issues  and 
for  policy  or  procedural  changes  which  would  improve 
two-  and  four-year  articulation  systemwide. 

c.  Meet  at  least  twice  each  semester. 

d.  Submit  annually  a  report ■ to  the  Council  of  Presidents 
and  the  Vice  Chancellor  for  Academic  and  Student  Affairs 
of  the  Board  of  Regents. 

SECTION  8;   Special  Transfer  Prograuns 

A  community  college  and  a  senior  institution  wishing  to  engage  in  a 
joint  specific  academic  program  which  varies  from  the  existing  transfer 
policy  shall  report  such  a  program  to  the  Coordinating  Committee  and 
shall  keep  the  Committee  informed  of  the  progress  and  outcome  of  such 
a  program.   Proposed  programs  which  would  have  systemwide  implication 
or  would  affect  transfer  to  more  than  one  institution  shall  be  reported 
in  writing  to  the  Coordinating  Committee,  including  the  purpose,  design, 
the  participants,  the  duration  and  the  results. 

SECTION  9;   Publication  of  Requirements 

Each  state  college  and  university  shall  include  in  its  official  under- 
graduate catalog  all  lower  division  prerequisite  requirements  for  each 
upper  division  specialization  or  major  program.   The  catalog  may  also 
list  additional  recommended  courses.   All  requirements  for  admission 
to  a  state  college  or  university  should  be  set  forth  with  precision  and 
clarity.   The  catalog  in  effect  at  the  time  of  the  student's  initial 
enrollment  in  a  community  college  shall  govern  lower  division  pre- 
requisites, provided  that  he  or  she  has  had  continuous  enrollment  as 
defined  in  the  state  college  or  university  catalog.   Each  state  college 
and  university  shall  list  and  update  the  requirements  for  each  program 
leading  to  a  baccalaureate  degree  and  shall  publicize  these  requirements 
for  use  by  all  other  public  institutions  in  the  Commonwealth. 

SECTION  10:   Transfer  Officer 

All  public  institutions  of  higher  education  will  have  a  Transfer  Officer 
appointed  by  the  President  or  Chancellor  and  designated  as  that  individual 
with  transfer  responsibilities. 

Each  institution  will,  within  a  reasonable  period  of  time,  develop  a 
process  which  permits  each  individual  transfer  student  to  be  informed, 
in  writing,  at  the  time  of  acceptance^  the  total  credits  which  will  be 
transferable  and  which  credits  will  apply  to  the  partial  fulfillment 
of  the  general  education  requirement  and  which  credits  will  apply  to 
the  partial  fulfillment  of  the  student's  elected  major. 


